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Lafayette defense attorney turns mystery author

By Diane Claytor

In the back of Todd (T.L.) Be-
quette’s mind, he always
thought he could write a book.
He was right. His first novel,
“Good Lookin, A Joe Turner
Mystery,” has recently been
published and been very well
received. In fact, the San
Francisco Book Review wrote
that “T.L. Bequette creates a
brilliant masterpiece that is
easy to love and hard to
forget.”

The Lafayette resident
and married father of four
boys has always enjoyed writ-
ing, crediting his mother’s
love of books and his father’s
“ability to spin a yarn” for his
passion. He would love to
spend all his time writing but
admits that, until he sells
many more books, he needs to
keep his day job: a criminal
defense attorney in Oakland.

Bequette notes that his
work “offers a huge treasure
trove of ideas, many of which
are stranger than fiction.” Au-
thors are generally advised to
write what they know and Be-
quette has certainly taken that
advice to heart, as is apparent
from the book’s synopsis:
“From the ... streets of inner-
city Oakland ... attorney Joe
Turner defends the most
hardened criminals. ... At its
heart is a decade-old murder

Mystery author Todd (T.L.) Bequette

and a tangled web of family,
loyalty and devotion that has
the trial hanging in the bal-
ance.”

Many of the characters in
the book are compilations of
people Bequette knows. (In
fact, there is a storyline about
a set of twins, a scenario Be-
quette knows very well al-
though, he says, his twin boys
have told him he actually
knows nothing about twins.)
“I find when I create a char-
acter,” Bequette reports, “I
think of people I know and
combine traits from several
different ones. The same goes
when developing a plot.

“I have definitely gotten
messages from colleagues try-
ing to guess who I'm actually
writing about or which judge
or district attorney I'm refer-
ring to in the story,” Bequette
says.

When he’s at work or in
court, Bequette admits writing
his stories is often in the back
of his mind. “If something
strange happens in court, or I
run into a character that is
wildly entertaining, I think
about ways to incorporate that
into a book. There’s rarely a
day that goes by now where a
co-worker doesn’t relay a
story and suggest I include
that in a future book.”

“Good Lookin” is actually
not the first book Bequette
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wrote, although it is the first
one published. As he discov-
ered, writing a book isn’t quite
as easy as he originally
thought. His first novel, writ-
ten over the course of 10 years
without much of an organized
plan, Bequette now realizes,
had a “wonky” plot, and was
rejected by numerous inde-
pendent publishers. As luck
would have it, that first novel
has been significantly re-
worked and will be released
next spring as the second Joe
Turner mystery, “Blood
Perfect.”

In some ways, Joe Turner
is similar to Bequette, “al-
though I made him a little
more ‘everything,” Bequette
acknowledges. “He drinks too
much and stresses too much.
But he’s super witty and
funny like I would be if I
could stop time and think of
the perfect legal argument,
the perfect comeback, the
perfect joke. Some of the most
fun I have when writing is
flushing out the Joe Turner
character,” he continues.

Having gone through the
long and often arduous and
frustrating process of writing,
editing and publishing a book,
Bequette believes he has be-
come a better writer. He is
now working on the third Joe
Turner Mystery, noting that
he’ll keep writing about Joe
Turner “until I get tired of the
character.”

Editorial reviews of “Good
Lookin” have been quite posi-
tive. Kirkus Reviews calls the
debut crime drama a “thor-
oughly engrossing mystery
from a writer with immense
potential ... a serpentine
thriller ... a zesty, addictive
tale ... that will satisfy fans of
suspense novels and literary
crime dramas.” Reviews like
this are, of course, wonderful,
Bequette says, and he feels
very lucky. However, he notes
that some reviews haven’t
been quite so complimentary
and “it’s amazing how per-
sonally I take it when there
are negative comments.” But
those appear to be few;
goodreads.com readers also
seem to love the book, with
the majority giving it five
stars.

“Good Lookin” may be
purchased from most major
online book sellers.

THT announces first in its ‘New
Voices’ series — ‘The Children’s Farm’

Director Ciera Eis Photos providled Playwright Sean Dunnington

Submitted by
Lisa Anne Morrison

Playwright Sean Dunnington’s
piece, “The Children’s Farm.,”
will be brought to the stage by
Director Ciera Eis. This lightly
produced, two-weekend per-
formance model will be the
first in Town Hall’s “New
Voices” series. New Voices will
produce two brand new,
never produced-on-stage
plays by playwrights living in
the seven Bay Area counties.
New Voices will heavily fea-
ture plays written by tradi-
tionally under-represented
and under-produced artists.
In “The Children’s Farm”
Sam runs away to California
to live with her cousins Joey
and Lauren (and their sock
puppets) after being outed,
tormented, and exiled. While
there, Sam wraps herself in a

fantastic world of wonder and
love where she can truly be
herself. She calls this place
“The Funny Farm,” a riff off of
Joey and Lauren’s nickname
for therapy. Traversing a
decade and a half of role-
playing and therapy, this
drama weighs forced family,
roots, and finding freedom on
the farm.

“In retrospect, a lot of my
earlier plays were fueled by
shame,” says Dunnington.
“The queer character just
wanted the homophobe to
understand who they real-
ly were. They wanted accep-
tance, but even more so, they
wanted to assimilate. I'm not
interested in that kind of nar-
rative anymore. ‘The Chil-
dren’s Farm’ is an ode to a
queer childhood with my sis-
ters. It’s an internal look at
what it means to find belong-
ing in myself, in my own

queerness, rather than from a
straight gaze.”
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”
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East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years
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COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign
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Your one-call plumber!
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| Gas Water & Sewer
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* Doé’s your plumbing give you a

b BRIGHT ?
Z0OT! Zap Out Trouble--before trouble zaps you.
507 OFF CRAWL UNDER. Tt can be scary 08 down

under your house or up in your attic!

Good Preventive Plumbing measures will
protect you and your family from true life
horror stories; Broken pipes, holes in venting,
electrolysis, sneaky leaks, and more eeeek!

*visible and accessible plumbing; Homeowners
only; most houses. Thru 11/15/2021
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Family-owned & serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

We Hop To It!

02 377-6600

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com




